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PENTECOST a Time for Rededication 


“Ye shall receive power when the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you: and ye shall be my witnesses.” 

With these words the risen Christ, before 
his Ascension, made known to his disciples the 
eyent which Christian Churches throughout the 
world celebrate as one of their most ancient and 
important religious festivals. 

The Christian Pentecost originated when the 
Christian community of Jerusalem (120 people) 
gathered together fifty days after the Resur- 
rection. According to the Book of Acts, the 
Holy Spirit descended upon them in tongues 
of fire and some 3,000 conversions to the new 
feligion were made. 

_ As Pentecost (May 24th) approaches, it is 
to be-hoped that ministers will throw wide their 
doors to the entrance of the Holy Spirit. And 
as the Holy Spirit speaks to each individual 
Christian in each congregation, it is to be hoped 
that a dynamic religious experience, akin t 
that recorded of the little group of first century 
Christians, may be the reward. 

Out of this renewal of faith and hope may 
come firmer resolves toward unity of purpose 
and action between all the member churches of 
the World Council of Churches. It is a time for 
strengthening ecumenical ties on the local level: 
for giving to each participant the world-wide 
vision. 

(For Pentecost Sunday helps see page 4. ) 
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The Agape Fellowship, announced by the stu- 
dents and faculty of the San Francisco Theologi- 
cal Seminary at San Anselmo, Calif., will make 
it possible for some student from the Far or 
Near East to do advanced work at this seminary 
during the academic year 1953-54. The thou- 
sand-dollar scholarship grew out of the concern 
of the students and faculty “to do something 
positive, however small, toward the great ideal 
of a Christian brotherhood in the ecumenical 
Church. 


* * * 


A Philippine and Japanese Students’ Conference 
was held in Manila during February, with four 
Japanese students attending. Miss Hideko Ya- 
mamoto headed the Japanese delegation. The 
conference was said to be “the first time since 
the war that Philippine and Japanese students 
could freely and informally exchange their 
opinions.” 
* * * 


Eleven hundred and fourteen churches de- 
stroyed or damaged in Greece during World 
War II have been rebuilt or restored in the 
past two years. 

* * * 


Tribute was paid to Archbishop Nathan 
Soderblom of Sweden on the opening broadcast 
of the South-West German radio: network's 
series “Pioneers of Ecumenism.” Dean Hermann 
Maas, of Heidelberg, drew a vivid picture of 
the outstanding personality and pioneering 
work of the Archbishop (who died some 22 
years ago), describing him as one of the first 
spiritual fathers of the ecumenical movement. 
Further broadcasts in this series will be by 
Bishop Lilje, of Hanover, on Dr. John R. Mott; 
by Dr. H. H. Walz, of the Ecumenical Institute 
in Bossey, on the World Council’s General 
Secretary, Dr. Visser ’t Hooft; and by Dr. Hanns 
Stempel, of Speyer, head of the Church of the 
Palatinate, on Pastor Marc Boegner. Others are 
to be devoted to the work of Bishop Eivind 
Berggrav, of Norway, and of the late General 
Secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, 
Dr. Sylvester Michelfelder. 


COMMITTEE ON F AND O 


Members of the Committee on Promotion 0 
Faith and Order Studies, appointed March 
1953, by the United States Conference for t 
World Council of Churches, include: Bish 
A. J. Allen, Prof. Conrad Bergendoff, R 
Eugene C. Blake, Dr. Julius Bodensieck, 
Clarence T. Craig, Rt. Rev. Angus Dun, Dr 
Calvert N. Ellis, Dean Stephen J. Eng 
Rev. Prof. Georges Florovsky, Dr. Her 
Gezork, Dr. Perry E. Gresham, Bishop Ivan 
Holt, Dr. Douglas Horton, Rt. Rev. Bisho 
John, Dr. Joseph A. Johnson, Prof. Taito 
Kantonen, Dr. Johannes H. V. Knudsen, D 
Benjamin E. Mays, Prof. Allen O. Miller, D. 
Paul S. Minear, Bishop John Misiaszek, D 
Clifford P. Morehouse, Rev. Bernard J. Mulde 
Rev. Reuben E. Nelson, Prof. Paul C. Nyho 
Rev. Albert C. Outler, Bishop Daniel C. P 
Dr. Preston T. Roberts, Jr., Pres. Walter IN 
Roberts, Prof. Alexander Schmemann, Dr. LI 
D. Seager, His Holiness Mar Shimun, Dr. F. 
Stocker, Rev. Prof. T. M. Taylor, Dr. John N 
ton Thomas, Most Rev. Archbishop Tiran, Pro 
Leonard J. Trinterud, Very Rev. John Trutza. 


A body of lay preachers in which women wi 
be eligible to serve is being created by 
Church of South India to work in the churche 
and among non-Christians. Qualified candidate 
recommended by a special committee in ea 
of the fourteen dioceses will be commission 
by the bishops and issued licenses. 


* * * 


Dr. Ruckert, Director of the Ecumenical So 
ciety, Bavaria, has called for increased ecumen: 
cal cooperation on the local parish level. Suc 
cooperation, he claims, hardly exists today, az 
though it is developing well on the highe: 
international plane. 


* * * 


An ecumenical work camp for ministers wi 
be held at Mainz-Kastel, Germany, from May 2 
to June 25. Participating will be about 2 
ministers who have been working in industri; 
areas or who are particularly concerned wit 
the relation between the Church and tl! 
workers. 
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EMERGENCY RELIEF COMMUNIQUE 


Meeting in Geneva, the Administrative Committee of the Department of Inter-Church Aid 
and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches issued an Emergency Communique 
to member Churches and fellow Christians, warning that “the crisis is not yet over” and 
summarizing 1953 needs around the world. The Emergency Communique teads: 


“The seas have flooded Holland, Belgium and Britain. Our Churches responded instantly 
‘and with moving generosity to the needs of those who suffered. They will soon return to their 
homes. This, therefore, is our greetings of gratitude to you who acted so promptly and adequately. 


“But do not forget—streams, not of water, but of desperate people are at this moment over- 
-whelming the crisis centers of the world—and these men, women and children have no homes. 


“A torrent of human beings has burst into Berlin—1,500 refugees a day! Fifty per cent are Protes- 
tant. They have heard of our Service to Refugees. They seek our aid. Refugees continue to pour 
into West Europe. Over 15,000, Orthodox and Protestant, found new homes in 1952 through the 
refugee services of the Churches. Thousands still stagnate in camps and misery. West Germany 
will be packed full, unable to take more, by the end of March. Will they find our counsel, con- 
solation and compassion? Will they move? 


“Tt is the twenty-third hour in China—15,000 European Christians in Communist China, chiefly 
Orthodox, can yet be saved by us. But time runs out. “We shall see in 1953 the termination of the 
China operation,’ reads the latest report. ‘If no solution for total evacuation can be found there 
is little doubt that the majority will either forcibly be repatriated to Russia or brought into labor 
camps by Chinese authorities.’ 8,700 are hopefully registered with us—they have filled out 
_ Church application forms for resettlement. Is their hope in vain? 


vi 


| “Stranded in Trieste—4,000 refugees in their third year of despair. We have been challenged 
- to bring them new hope. Only new action by us can meet this challenge. 


"Marooned in the Middle East—850,000 Arab refugees are where they were five years ago. But 

each year takes its toll in deterioration, malnutrition and pauperization. There has been an 

invaluable Christian relief program for them. Their queries today: Are we tired of them? Will 
we forget them? 


"In South India, for the sixth successive year, the rains have fatiled—Masses face scarcity, starva- 
tion—the worst for years. The Church which brings the Gospel must bring relief. 


"In Pakistan, for lack of water, whole Churches face collapse—Partition led to loss of livelihood 
for most Christians. Only by digging new wells and bringing fresh land under cultivation can 
starvation be avoided and a key witness in a Moslem land be saved. 


“Cry Korea! Almost half the Korean population, over nine millions, are homeless, destitute or 
displaced. The Churches lead in voluntary relief. It is a ten-year task. The agony of Korea sur- 


passes imagination. . . .” 
* * * 


“The initiative is ours. We dare not gainsay help and freedom to the oppressed. Suffering 
knows no frontiers. There are too many who, like the Churches in some areas of Indonesia, 
-wonder if they are forgotten by fellow churchmen, because their sanctuaries still lie in ruins.” 


Mont 


ANNUAL MEETING USC-WCC 


The annual meeting of the United States 
Conference for the World Council of Churches 
will be held at the Madison Hotel, Atlantic 
City, N.J., on April 20 to 21. All member 
churches in the United States of the World 
Council of Churches send delegates to this 
meeting. 

Dr. Reuben Nelson will conduct the worship 
services at the two-day meeting at Atlantic City. 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, a president of the 
World Council, will speak on “The American 
Stake in the Asian Revolution.” Dr. Eugene L. 
Smith and Dr. Franklin Clark Fry will discuss 
the theme of “Mission and Unity” which the 
National Council of Churches is using in im- 
plementing the concerns of the world-wide 
ecumenical movement into the 1953-54 em- 
phasis of the N.C.C., and Dr. Russell Stevenson 
will explain how this emphasis is being imple- 
mented into the programs of the American 
churches. 

An important feature of the meeting will be 
a full discussion of the plans for the Second 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches, 
to be held at Northwestern University, Evans- 
ton, Ill, in 1954. Plans will be presented by 
the Rev. Robert S. Bilheimer, Secretary for the 
Assembly, and by Mr. Charles C. Parlin, Chair- 
man for Public Relations. 

The closing address will be by Dr. O. Fred- 
erick Nolde, speaking on “The Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs and the 
Struggle for Peace.” Dr. Nolde is the Director 
of the C.C.1.A., which is sponsored jointly by 
the W.C.C. and the I.M.C. 
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ROOM 1005 
156 Fifth Avenue 


New York 10, N. Y. 


MEMBER CHURCHES of the 
UNITED STATES CONFERENCE 
for the WORLD COUNCIL 

OF CHURCHES 


National Baptist Convention 
American Baptist Convention 
Seventh Day Baptist General Conference 
Church of the Brethren 
Congregational Christian Churches 
International Convention of the Disciples of Christ 
Protestant Episcopal Church 
Evangelical United Brethren Church 
Evangelical and Reformed Church 
The Religious Society of Friends 
a. Five Years Meeting 
b. General Conference 
c. Philadelphia Yearly Meeting 
American Lutheran Church 
Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Unired Lutheran Church in America 
Methodist Church 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church 
Colored Methodist Episcopal Church 
Moravian Church in America (Northern Province) 
Moravian Church in America (Southern Province) 
Polish National Catholic Church of America 
Rumanian Orthodox Episcopate of America 
Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church 
of North America 
Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Church, Archdiocese 
of New York and all North America 
Presbyterian Church in the United States of America 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 
United Presbyterian Church of North America 
Reformed Church in America 


Many individual churches of these and other denomina- 
tions have also affiliated themselves as Friends of the 
World Council of Churches, and receive an appro- 
priate certificate for display in their church. 


In connection with the meeting, dinner se 
sions are planned for the Central Department 
of Ecumenical Relations of the N.C.C. and fo) 
the Committee on Promotion of Faith ana 
Order Studies. 
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BOOKS OF INTEREST 


Report from Christian Europe, by Stewart 
Winfield Herman (Friendship Press, New York, 
1953, 212 pages, $2.50). Few American Chris- 
tians are better qualified to give an objective 
and informative report on what Europe is really 
like—its needs, its hopes—than Dr. Herman, 
who has spent some seventeen years of his life 
in church and refugee work on the continent. 
Relations of Church and state, the significance 
of Roman Catholicism, the impact of Commu- 
mist ideology, and the question of where, if 
anywhere, may be found the key to European 
peace, are among the subjects treated. The book 
will be a Religious Book Club selection. 

* * * 


Religious Freedom in Eastern Europe, by 
J. Hutchison Cockburn (John Knox Press, 
$2.50). The first comprehensive book on the 
present status of religious liberty in the coun- 
tries under Communist domination, from the 
East Zone of Germany north to the Baltic, 
south to the Dalmatian coast, and east to the 
Urals. While facing realistically the deadly 
menace of the factor common to the situation 
in all those countries, viz.: the almost insuper- 
able obstacle to the religious training of the 
young raised by the Communist educational 

' policy, he nevertheless assesses carefully the real 
; and potential strength of the existing “remnant” 
which is rallying courageously to the Church 
} and refuses to budge. 
* * * 
| A “Handbook. for Writers and Speakers” 
‘telling about the 1953-54 emphasis of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches on “Mission and 
, Unity,’ has been prepared by Dr. Russell 
_ Stevenson, Chairman, and Dr. Charles Forman, 
Executive Secretary, for the Emphasis. This 
manual serves as a resource guide on the Mission 
and Unity theme which has been adopted for 
the period between the Willingen Conference 
of the IMC (1952) and the Second Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches ( Northwest- 
ern University, Evanston, Ill., 1954). 
* * * 

The Protestant Motion Picture Council has 
selected “Martin Luther,” a full-length film of 
the life of the great reformation leader, as its 
April “Picture of the Month.” 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly 
bulletin published by the World Council of 
Churches, Conference of U.S.A. Member Churches, 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Elsie 
Thomas Culver, Secretary for Public Relations, 
editor. The Council unites 161 Anglican, Ortho- 
dox and Protestant communions in 43 countries. 
Neither the COURIER nor the World Council of 
Churches is responsible for opinions quoted in 


its columns. 
oe 3.47 


FOR PENTECOST USE 
10¢ each 
S¢ each 
$1.50 per 100 


Pentecost Posters (See page 1) 
Pentecost Message (See page 5) 
Pentecost Bulletin Covers 
Pentecost Helps for 

ministers and editors 


“Tell Us About the World 
Council” folders 


15¢ each 


$1.50 per 100 
Pentecost Packet (includes all above items) 25¢ 
“Christ—the Hope of the World” 


Assembly preparatory booklet 20¢ each 
“Ecumentcal—Are We?” filmstrip 

(with sound—33 1/3 rpm) $7.00 each 

(or with reading script) $3.00 each 


Easter to Pentecost materials are available from 
the Department of Evangelism of the N.C.C. 


Minutes of Lucknow 

Minutes and reports of the meeting of the 
Central Committee at Lucknow, India, Dec. 31, 
1952 to Jan. 8, 1953, are available. 140 pp. 
$1.50. Contains reports of the Executive Com- 
mittee, the General Secretary, a summary of 
the discussions and the full text of the resolu- 
tions and decisions. Appendices contain reports 
of the various World Council Departments on 
their activities since August 1951. 


Conference on World Order 

A nationwide study conference on the 
Churches and World Order, to be held at Cleve- 
land, Ohio, next Oct. 27-30, is being planned 
by the Department of International Justice and 
Goodwill of the National Council of Churches. 
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A Message for Pentecost 


MAY 24, 1953 
from the Presidents of the World Council of Churches 


CAs Presidents of the World Council of Churches we greet once again the 
Churches which participate in the World Council of Churches aiid request their congre- 
gations and members to join wholeheartedly in prayer for the Church Universal, trusting 
in Our Lord’s promise that the Heavenly Father will give the Holy Spirit to those who 
ask Him. 


CAs we celebrate on Whitsunday the first coming of the Holy Spirit upon the 
assembled Church of Christ, let us remember especially the words of St. Paul: “There are 
varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.” These words describe an essential and Godgiven 
characteristic of the Church and of its unity. There is in the Church of Christ a wonderful 
variety. It is one of the joys of our world-wide fellowship to discover the manifold richness 
of God’s work among men. We are meant to learn from each other and to receive inspira- 
tion from the zeal of Churches which fulfill their evangelistic mission, from the courage 
of Churches which render their witness in spite of persecution. And as our fellowship 
becomes more truly world-wide, we should all be enriched by the diverse spiritual gifts 
which God has given to the members of His family in order that they may share them 
with all. 


“But variety is not the last word. Beyond and above variety there must be unity. 
Though all the varied gifts of the spirit displayed in the Church Universal have their origin 
and power in the activity of One and the same Holy Spirit of God, yet they do not achieve 
their full effectiveness for Christ unless and until they operate within a fellowship, in 
which every division is overcome by the Unity of Christ. We walk in fellowship and we 
must pray for the fellowship which we do not yet possess. We must submit ourselves to 
the Holy Spirit so that our Churches and ourselves may be renewed, so that we may be 
enabled, not only to stay together but to go forward together and so that we may give a 
common witness to the world of the one Christ our Saviour and His peace and justice which 
it so sorely needs. 


Leet us then pray on this Whitsunday for the coming of the Spirit upon all 
Churches everywhere, Let us pray that we may all learn increasingly to live in the fellow- 
ship of the Holy Spirit. 


THE PRESIDENTS OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


Signed ATHENAGORAS OF THYATEIRA SARAH CHAKKO 
EIvinD BERGGRAV Joun R. Morr 
Marc BorEGNER G, BROMLEY OxNAM 


GEOFFREY CANTUAR 
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